
Английский язык 9-10 класс 

Межрегиональная олимпиада школьников «Высшая проба»  2019, 2 этап 1 

 
Time limit: 120 minutes 

Maximum score: 100 
 

Внимание! Обязательно перенесите ответы в бланк ответов. 
Жюри проверяет только бланк ответов. 

 
 

LISTENING (20 minutes -- 20 points) 
Task 1  

You will listen to two texts. Decide (A) what was mentioned only in Text One, (B) what 
was mentioned only in Text Two, (C) what was mentioned in both texts, and (D) what 
was not mentioned at all. For each statement there is only one possible answer. If you 
choose more than one option, this answer will not be scored. Transfer your answers 
onto the answer sheet. 
 

Statement Text 1 
(A)  

Text 2 
(B)  

Both 
(C) 

Neither 
(D) 

1. The study abroad program takes place during 
winter break. 

    

2. There is an opportunity to spend a week in a foreign 
family. 

    

 3. Foreign students will live with local families.     

 4. Studying languages is the only aim of the program.     

 5. A special preparation and forehand networking is 
important. 

    

 6. Financial difficulties can be one of the reasons of 
refusal to participate in the program. 

    

7. A special help to overcome psychological difficulties is 
provided.  

    

8. Sightseeing is combined with learning opportunities.     

 
Task 2  
Listen to the texts again. Complete the sentences below. Write no more than one 
word. Sentence 9 is related to Text One, sentence 10 is related to Text Two. 
Transfer your answers onto the answer sheet. 
 
9. This may be the child's first trip abroad, leading to feelings of ____________ as well as 
loneliness.  
10. He had been a company director but felt ____________ with his career. 
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VOCABULARY (Vocabulary+Grammar – 40 minutes -- 30 points) 
  

Task: In the table below there are ten sentences. Five sentences are correct and five 
sentences have errors. Read through each sentence. If the sentence is correct, write 
OK in the right column. If there is an error in the sentence, write the correct 
version. Transfer your answers onto the answer sheet. 

 Statement Your answer 

1 During the storm a bunch of lightning struck the building, causing 
considerable damage.  

2 All citizens, regardless of race or creed, are entitled to freedom of 
speech and expression.  

3 I’d like to buy two heads of soap.  

4 Mike gave Posey good advice.  

5 Chester visited the beach in Kitty Hawk where the Wright brothers 
made their historic first airplane flight.  

6 Serial production functions in tandem with serial consumption.  

7 This sort of process is going on throughout the country, and is all to 
the good.  

8 I didn't want to play soccer, so I made about a story about twisting 
my ankle.  

9 We weren’t able to find a table because the café was too crowded.  

10 Jimmy made his way to the station exit. This was the first time he 
had been to London at his own and he was feeling a bit scared.  

 

GRAMMAR  

Task: Complete the following text with the correct form of the word in the right 
column. Transfer your answers onto the answer sheet. 

Agriculture in Australia 
 
Traditionally, Australia was (1)_____________________ for producing wheat 
and wool, but times have changed (2)_____________________, with many 
farmers electing  to be more diverse in their crop and livestock range. It is now 
quite common to see farms with more exotic fruit and vegetables. Farmers are 
(3) _____________________ to sell their produce locally nowadays, but rather 
to the factories in the cities. As a result, farms are now large-scale (4) 
_____________________ where thousands of tonnes of crops are cultivated. 
Another aspect that is different nowadays is irrigation. In the past, farmers 
would just flood the fields but now it is common to see sprinkler systems 
everywhere. This means that more water is conserved, which has been helpful 
with the drought that has severely impacted the (5) _____________________ 
of the farms in the southern states of the country. 

 
 
FAME 
RECENT 
 
 
LIKE 
 
PRODUCE 
 
 
 
 
MAJOR 
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CREATIVE WRITING (60 minutes -- 50 points) 

Imagine that you are a journalist who is writing an illustrated article for the 
magazine “GET UP, STAND UP” on one of the topics below. 

1. Volunteer: to be or not to be.  
2. The issues I would change in my life. 
3. International cooperation perspectives. 

 

You need to use 6 pictures for your article (you can choose any 6 pictures from the 
table below). 

Please do not forget to: 

• write an introduction (you do not need a picture for the introduction); 
• choose 6 pictures for your illustrated article, put them in the right order and 

write 2-4 sentences commenting on every picture; 
• write a conclusion (you do not need a picture for the conclusion). 

Total: 250-300 words. 

   
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 
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